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INTRODUCTION 

 

1. Background 

 

Climate change and the rise of temperature has allowed new viruses to 

spread and survive at the place where they originally unable to habit.  Vector-

borne diseases and zoonoses will increase in severity and dissemination of a 

pandemic. Not only microorganisms, but also unusual extreme weather, 

heatwaves, water and fire disaster, or even the increase of arthropod vectors that 

can transmit diseases cross-species. 

 

Looking back to the cause of Covid-19 pandemic. One of the reasons is 

‘arthropod vector’ or animals that spread diseases cross-species, including 

mosquitos, human fleas, body lice, or even bats that are rumored to be the main 

cause of Covid-19. These animals usually don’t live, even though they live near 

human. But because of climate change and the collateral environmental damages 

that it caused, those organisms are forced to live side by side with human or even 

worst, spreading disease that it has or it carries towards the host body. 

 

Covid-19 had given us a glimpse of view about the importance of upgrade 

towards environmental law amidst the disruption. It needs effective, immediate, 

and evidence-based action on national or international level to avert future 

pandemics, rights, sustainable environment for our health and wellbeing.1 These 

needs raised a question amongst lawmakers, whether environmental laws and 

policies will or should uphold pandemic-related improvements, or whether pre-

pandemic conditions will continue to be the reference point for environmental 

regulation.2 

 

According to Arden Rowell’s article ‘Covid-19 and Environmental Law’ 

there are four changes that has been conducted because of Covid-19: Behavioral 

Changes and Environmental Impacts, Changes in Values, Demographic Changes 

and Changes in Baseline Risk, and Changes in Resources. These changes are 

mainly caused by disruption by disruption in the food supply chain, waste and 

medical waste problems, air pollution, water shortages, and Increasing intensity 

and severity of climate-related disasters.3 These changes more or less mark a 

possible shift of the environmental law internationally. This shift is usually 

referred ‘New Normal’ on the past year.4  

 

 
1 UNHR, ‘Human Rights, the Environment and Covid-10’ (2020). 
2 Arden Rowell, ‘Covid-19 and Environmental Law’, Comments, (2020). 
3 LPEM FEB UI, Thinking Ahead: Indonesia’s Agenda on Sustainable Recovery from Covid-19 

Pandemic, (2019), 29. 
4 The new normal that is referred here is not about health measure, but also legal measure. 



2. Legal Issue Regarding the Topic 

 

The Shift of Regional Environmental Law in Each Country 

 

Scientists predict that environmental degradation, notably climate change, 

will cause a rise in diseases, disproportionate suffering among communities that 

has already facing discrimination, and significant economic losses.5 The fact that 

Covid-19 exists, a new legal framework is considerably needed. However, this 

need is not easily executed, because the shift from one pinpoint to another needs 

a lot of effort.  

 

The pinpoint that is discussed here is pre-pandemic and pandemic situation 

or the shift on the keynote of a law based on certain situation. Added by the fact 

that there is no concrete codified international environmental law that covers all 

the area of general environmental law. Moreover, looking back to history, codified 

law on environmental field is not a commonplace, because the demographic and 

socio-economic difference of countries and because there is no transboundary 

impact. 

 

Typically, countries turn to international cooperation where (l) the 

environmental impacts are transboundary (such as pollution into the Great Lakes) 

or global (such as climate change); (2) some international activity contributes to 

environmental harm, for example, the international trade in elephant ivory or the 

killing of whales; or (3) international coordination of financial or technical 

support can catalyze action (for example, for the global conservation of biological 

diversity).6 Therefore, this legal essay will address this main issue to make a legal 

framework that can be used by each country based on how Covid-19 influence the 

world’s environmental law. 

 

3. Basic Regulation of the Topic 

 

a. National Regulation 

 

Republic of Indonesia Law No. 32 Year 2009 

 

This law regulates the protection and management of the environment. 

Based on its Article 1 No. 2 about the general provision, protection and 

management of the environment is a systematic and integrated effort that 

carried out to preserve environmental functions life and prevent contamination 

and/or environmental damage including planning, utilization, control, 

 
5 Rebecca Bratspies et al, ‘Environmental Law, Disrupted by COVID-19 Rep. 10509 (2021), 3. 
6 David Hunter, ‘International Environmental Law’, (2021) Insights Vol. 19 - Issue 1. 



maintenance, supervision, and law enforcement. This law revoked its previous 

law, Republic of Indonesia Law No. 23 Year 1997. 

 

b. International Regulation 

 

ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution 

 

Despite the facts that there is no codified international environmental law, 

ASEAN countries however do have an agreement on transboundary haze 

pollution. The objective of this agreement is to prevent and monitor 

transboundary haze pollution as a result of land and/or forest fires which 

should be mitigated, through concerted national efforts and intensified 

regional and international co-operation.7 This agreement can possibly the 

framework to make a future environmental law that can apply internationally 

or regionally based on each country. 

 

10 Key Principles in International Environmental Law 

 

These key principles are based of ‘Rio Declaration on Environment and 

Development’ on the 14th of June 1992 that has been adopted by several 

countries including Indonesia. The key principles are: State Sovereignty, 

Common Concern, Duty No to Cause Environmental Harm, Common but 

Differentiated Responsibilities, the “Polluter Pays” Principle, Environmental 

Impact Assessment, The Precautionary Principle, Public Participation, 

Notification and Consultation, and Peaceful Resolution of Disputes. Some of 

these principles are emerging as customary law, helping to resolve 

environmental disputes and guide negotiations of the various environmental 

treaties.8 

 

Global Environmental Agreements 

 

Since the 1972 Stockholm Conference, there are many agreements that has 

been signatured and entered into force by countries all around the world. 

Based on American Bar Association, these global environmental agreements 

are grouped into its aims: Protecting the Global Atmosphere, Conservating 

Wildlife and Biological Diversity, Managing the Oceans and Marine 

Environment, and Regulating Global Movement of Chemicals, Waste and 

Other Hazardous Waste. 

 

 

 

 
7 ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution, (signed in 2002). 
8 David Hunter, ‘International Environmental Law’, (2021) Insights Vol. 19 - Issue 1. 



LEGAL ANALYSIS 

 

Legal analysis regarding this issue is that a framework should be made in order 

for the international environmental law to be precisely applied towards the current 

situation. Aside from fossil fuels and the rise of temperature, there are still many more 

aspects to be considered in order countries can make an effective legal framework. 

Aspects that are to be considered are: conserving nature, protecting the marine 

environment, and regulating chemicals and wastes.  

Making current situation, the pandemic as the pinpoint is the main goal of 

the output. Effort to make green recovery to happen is also a crucial point. According to 

‘Thinking Ahead: Indonesia’s Agenda on Sustainable Recovery from Covid-19 

Pandemic’ by Institute for Economic and Social Research Faculty of Economics and 

Business, Universitas Indonesia (LPEM FEB UI) and Ministry of National Development 

Planning Agency (BAPPENAS) there are several sectors to be prioritized including  

a. sustainable agriculture to support good security issue and environmental risk, 

b. sustainable agriculture to support energy security issue and environmental 

risk, 

c. Low tech medical equipment and pharmaceutical products (including herbal), 

d. social forestry and sustainable forest management (timber and non-timber 

products), and 

e. promoting cleaner energy mix and efficiency energy including rooftop solar 

photovoltaic systems, and promoting a sustainable ocean economy. 

This also implies that not only the participation from the public is needed, the 

participation from Indonesian economic stakeholders is fairly needed. A great 

accumulation of CFC, pollutions of any kind, and major waste are mainly caused by big 

companies. That’s why refocusing on infrastructure projects is really important. 

Infrastructures that should be considered are:  

a. sustainable waste management (WTE, recycling; hazardous and medical 

waste, electronic waste) 

b. Water and sanitation 

c. ICT infrastructure for equitable education and promoting local economic 

growth 

d. Public transportation 

e. Open public spaces and other sharing spaces 

f. Peatland restoration 

g. Polluted river restoration 

h. Infrastructure project to mitigate disaster risk 

With the data that has been collected, it’s very clear that making a legal framework 

that has been focused towards the urgent things is what we need. The future of 

environmental law might be a little bit different from what we have right now. But we 

must move forward to make the world a better place by always learning from past 



condition so that we can make a better future. A codified international environmental law 

has its possibilities to emerge with the awareness that the public held. If law is too rigid 

and it needs a long time to be done, regulations and policies from legislative and executive 

can be a possible answer for the current problem. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

 The change of pinpoint during the Covid-19 pandemic is the main output for the 

future of environmental law, whether it’s international law, regional law, or even national 

law. If the world is already aware of the importance of the pinpoint shift, then the rest 

will follow. Considering Covid-19, one of the world’s catastrophic pandemic is caused 

by an environmental damages, making a change on environmental way is a rational move. 

The main actors that involved in order to make a legal framework is surely lawmakers, 

public, and government. But those actors aren’t enough to complete the framework. The 

involvement of stakeholders and companies are also very important. Aside from its 

capability to fund enormous large of money, the companies that directly participated on 

waste and any kind of pollutions. That’s why, the future of international law should be 

based on the current situation, the Covid-19 and what will come ahead of its time. The 

international community must work together in order to achieve the success of new legal 

framework of environmental law. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

I. BACKGROUND 

 The world has seen significant changes since the COVID-19 pandemic was 

declared by the WHO in March 2020. Along with the global economy, social 

environment, educational system, and way of life, the health sector is changing. People 

must adjust to a number of abrupt changes as a result of the pandemic, including the need 

to stay at home, study from home, work from home, and many other things in order to 

stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

In addition to how to work and study, there are other daily activities that must also be 

done at home. One of them is shopping. During a pandemic, people are required to shop 

online to meet their daily needs. beginning with primary, secondary, and tertiary needs. 

With advances in technology, there are many applications and platforms that offer 

services for online shopping with a cheaper prices. Therefore there has been a significant 

increase in the amount of online shopping.1 

Online shopping does have several benefits, such not needing us to leave the house and 

being more affordable, accessible, and offering more options. Additionally, during this 

pandemic, online shopping can help keep things moving in the economy. However, there 

are also disadvantages and effects that are seriously harmful to the ecosystem. 

Because most items or food are wrapped in a lot of plastic during the COVID-19 

Pandemic, plastic waste has skyrocketed as more and more people take use of online 

                                                             
1 Maya Nabila Roxanne, ‘Bumi di Bawah Tekanan: COVID-19 dan Polusi Plastik” (2020) Jurnal Ilmiah Ilmu 
Sosial Vol. 7 No. 1[46] 



shopping and delivery. Even some products employ multiple layers of plastic, like bubble 

wrap, tape, and plastic packaging. 

 

What role can the government and the public then play in resolving the issue of 

environmental waste especially plastics from online shopping and delivery? The author 

will discuss how to prevent and address this issue. 

 

II. Legal Issues 

 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a PSBB was held that applies to regions in 

Indonesia. With the PSBB, most community activities are carried out from home. So that 

makes online shopping and food delivery a safe option for those who can't leave the house 

during the pandemic. However, a worrying problem arose from this. 

Pusat Penelitian Oseanografi dan Pusat Penelitian Kependudukan LIPI released the 

results of related studies ‘Dampak PSBB dan WFH Terhadap Sampah Plastik di kawasan 

JABODETABEK’ The survey results show that the majority of Jabodetabek residents 

shop online, which tends to increase. from 1-5 times per month to 1-10 times during PSBB 

and WFH. Not only that, but food delivery contributes significantly to the increase in 

plastic waste in Indonesia; 96% of packages are wrapped in thick plastic and reinforced 

with bubble wrap, tape, and plastic wrap.2 

This shows that during a pandemic it not only impacts our health as humans but also 

creates a lot of plastic waste which results in environmental pollution considering that 

plastic waste has a long time to decompose, approximately 10 to 20 years to decompose. 

Because of the long decomposition time, the community is looking for ways to accelerate 

the reduction of the amount of plastic waste, some of which are by burning garbage or 

burying waste in the ground.3 

                                                             
2 LIPI, ‘Peningkatan Sampah Plastik dari Belanja Online dan Delivery selama PSBB’ (LIPI website, 2020) 
<lipi.go.oi> accessed January 9th 2023 
3 Adori Raka Susanto, ‘Penerapan Foresseeability of Harm dan Precautionary Principle Dalam 
Pengaturan Sampah Plastik Sebagai Land-Based Sources Pollution di Laut’ (2021) Belli Ac Pacis Vol. 7 No. 
2[49] 



However, this step certainly has an impact that is not good for the environment. Burning 

garbage will cause pollution that is released into the air, and chemical reactions if we burn 

plastic will create substances that are harmful for humans to inhale. Landfilling garbage 

in the ground can also cause negative effects on the environment, such as soil damage 

due to substances contained in plastic waste that are not useful for plants, clog the benefits 

of groundwater for living things, and cause pollution to the soil. What's more, if the plastic 

waste is not decomposed, it can interfere with the fertility of the soil and can move into 

the sea and cause marine pollution, thereby disrupting marine biota.  

 

III. Basic Regulation of the Topic 

 Arrangements regarding waste treatment have been regulated in several 

Regulations, both International Regulations and National Regulations. In the 

Internationals Regulation there is the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on 

the Human Environment in 1972, which aims to invite the government and society to 

preserve the human environment so that it benefits all humans and their descendants and 

in the National Regulation Indonesian goverment release The Law Number 18 Year 2008 

On The about waste management 

In the declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in 1972, 

there are 26 principles that support the prevention of plastic waste in the sea, among which 

is Principle 6, which contains the disposal of toxic substances or other substances and the 

release of heat in a certain amount or concentration that is harmful to the environment 

and must be stopped to ensure that it does not have an impact on the ecosystem. And in 

law number 18 of 2008 about waste management regulates the processing of household 

waste which will later be handed over to local governments to suit their respective 

regions. 

The Indonesian government also makes regulations related to waste management, namely 

in The Law Number 18 Year 2008 On The Waste management, in Chapter 12 paragraph 

(1) it is stated that everyone in the management of household waste and household-like 

waste is obliged to reduce and handle waste in an environmentally sound manner. Then 

explained again in Chapter 12 paragraph (2) namely further provisions regarding 



procedures for implementing household waste management obligations and household-

like waste as referred to in paragraph (1) governed by regional regulations. 

 

CHAPTER II 

LEGAL ANALYSIS 

 

As already explained in 1972, there are 26 principles that support the prevention of plastic 

waste in the sea, among which is Principle 6, which contains the disposal of toxic 

substances or other substances and the release of heat in a certain amount or concentration 

that is harmful to the environment and must be stopped to ensure that it does not have an 

impact on the ecosystem.4 

In Principle 7, the state is required to take steps to prevent marine pollution by substances 

that can have an adverse impact on human health, can also damage living resources and 

marine life, and damage facilities or other marine utilization activities.5 

Furthermore Principle 21 emphasizes that states have the sovereign right to exploit their 

own resources in accordance with their own environmental policies, as well as having the 

responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause 

damage to the environment of other states or areas outside the boundaries of jurisdiction. 

national.6 

In principle 22, states must work together to further develop international law governing 

liability and compensation for victims of pollution and other environmental damage 

caused by activities within the jurisdiction or control of these countries to areas in outside 

their jurisdiction.7 

The Indonesian government also makes regulations related to waste management, namely 

in The Law Number 18 Year 2008 On The Waste management, in Chapter 12 paragraph 

                                                             
4 Gledys Deyana Wahyuni, ‘Penanggulangan Pencemaran Sampah Plastik Di Laut Berdasarkan Hukum 
Internasional’ (2018) Jurnal IUS Kajian Hukum dan Keadilan Vol. 8 No. 3.[534] 
5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 



(1) it is stated that everyone in the management of household waste and household-like 

waste is obliged to reduce and handle waste in an environmentally sound manner. Then 

explained again in Chapter 12 paragraph (2) namely further provisions regarding 

procedures for implementing household waste management obligations and household-

like waste as referred to in paragraph (1) governed by regional regulations. 

So the embodiment of Law Nomor 18 Tahun 2008 regarding Waste Management is 

handed over to the local government to be executed into regional regulations, one 

example is the regional government of Bali which issued  Governor Regulation No. 97 

tahun 2018 regarding the Limitation of Single-Use Plastic Waste Generation, not only up 

to the governor's regulation but the mayor of Denpasar also issued it Mayor Regulation 

No. 36 year 2018 about Reducing the Use of Plastic Bags to support Law No. 18 year 

2008 about Waste Management and Bali’s Governor Regulation No. 97 year 2018 

regarding the Limitation of Single-Use Plastic Waste. 

As the embodiment of the governor and mayor regulations, every stores in Bali no longer 

provide plastic bags to carry groceries, and as a result, plastic products in Bali can be 

reduced by as much as 40 percent based on data from CNN Indonesia.8 

My analysis of environmental issues will focus on how a lack of awareness and effort on 

the part of society and government is preventing this from happening. It is undeniable 

that in making a change, all parties involved must be involved. This also applies to solving 

problems that already have a broad scope. From the legal issues that I mentioned, you can 

see how big the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is, not only in the health sector but 

also in the environmental sector. In addition, if not treated immediately, this problem can 

become bigger and more serious in the future. 

In this case, the government has indeed made efforts to issue regulations related to waste 

management, namely in The Law Number 18 Year 2008 On The Waste management. and 

there are also several regional regulations implemented in Indonesia regarding plastic 

waste. but unfortunately, it is still not followed by people in Indonesia. 

                                                             
8 CNN Indonesia, ‘Usai Larangan, Produk Plastik di Bali Berkurang 40 Persen’ <www.cnnindonesia.com> 
accesed January 9th 2023 



This is what causes this problem. the lack of knowledge in the community regarding 

environmental issues, especially regarding this plastic waste. Furthermore, the 

government is not strict in making regulations or rules regarding plastic waste, despite 

Indonesia being the world's second largest contributor of plastic waste. 

 

CHAPTER III 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, The government must add regulations regarding the use of plastic on a 

daily basis, as well as legal socialization of these regulations to the public, so that the 

entire community can follow and comply with these regulations, and this problem can 

be properly resolved. Besides that, the government can also make innovations in 

recycling or processing this plastic waste. 
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Legal Essay Theme: “Moving Forward:The Future of Environmental Law Amidst 

Pandemic” 

CONNECTIVITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW DEVELOPMENTS 

 
Wiratama 

 
Environmental law amidst the pandemic has developed rapidly. The legal function acts as 

protection, control, and certainty of the community with the role of the agent of stability 

and as an agent of development or change. Environmental problems are getting bigger, 

more comprehensive, and more serious. Like a snowball, the longer it rolls, the bigger it 

comes. The problem is local or trans-local, regional, national, transnational, and global1. 

The impacts on the environment are not only related to one or two aspects but also 

interrelate to the nature of the environment, which has multiple chains of relationships that 

influence each other sub-systematically. Generally speaking, environmental law seeks to 

shape human behaviour in light of its environmental impacts. Environmental laws were all 

designed to operate based on pre-pandemic presumptions about human behaviours and the 

environmental impacts of those behaviours. As a result, significant changes in human 

behaviour—or its impacts —knock environmental laws off-balance, leaving them trying to 

regulate behaviours that no longer exist, missing behaviours that do exist, or regulating 

based on impacts that are no longer likely to come to fruition. The pandemic is already 

creating disconnects of these kinds, decreasing some behaviours (such as transportation 

and production and their attendant pollution, as well as pressure on national parks) and 

increasing others (such as generating medical and plastic waste and production and use of 

disinfectants).2 There are preexisting regulatory schemes in place to manage the 

environmental impacts of each of these behaviours—waste management systems to 

address hazardous medical waste; air pollution policies to address preexisting conventional 

air pollution levels; water pollution policies designed to address pre-pandemic dumping 

and water use; and in many areas of the world, greenhouse gas emission policies to address 

climate change emissions. However, these schemes were calibrated to pre-pandemic 

 

 

1 See Rowell & Bilz, supra note 1 (discussing the importance of status quo bias to the psychology of 

environmental law, including within the scholarly traditions of conservation and sustainability); Arden 

Rowell & Josephine A.W. van Zeben, The New Status Quo of the Paris Agreement: The Psychological 

Impact of the 2 Degrees Aspiration, 7 Eur. J. Risk Reg. 49 (2016) (discussing the potential impact of 

changing status quo perceptions in international environmental law context). 
2 Le Quéré C. The Implications of COP21 for Our Future Climate. Rennes: Public Health Reviews; 2016, 1p 
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conditions, and many will need revisitation—if not complete revision—in the coming 

months and years. For environmental law, much will turn upon whether the environmental 

impacts of the unprecedented recent behavioural changes undertaken to address the 

extraordinary risks of COVID-19 are constructed as creating a “new normal,” or whether 

they are treated as a kind of extended exception to the pre-pandemic status quo. 

Perceptions of the status quo play an essential role in law. The coronavirus pandemic 

offers lessons for leaders on every level about how—and how not—to manage complex 

interjurisdictional challenges, like the environment, which unfold without regard for 

political boundaries. The pandemic has highlighted the strengths and weaknesses of 

American federalism, illustrating both the need for and limits of centralized and localized 

responses and the value of jurisdictional redundancy in times of crisis. In a matter of 

months, the coronavirus pandemic laid bare the interdependence of the world on every 

front imaginable: global public health; economic development; social and professional 

networks; transportation and migration; and, of course, ecological well-being. No single 

nation has COVID-19. No one state has been economically disrupted. There is no single 

ethnic group, occupation, or corner of the world that has been impacted. All of us are 

affected in every corner of the world, profession, and ecosystem. Since the virus was 

introduced, it surfed the channels of our interdependence until we were all united in the 

grip of a pandemic. Similarly, unless we can act in unison to contain it, it will continue to 

surf those channels, exposing our unavoidable interconnectedness despite all efforts to the 

contrary.3 In this way, the virus and our response to it betray the fundamental problem with 

which environmental governance has always contended in our interdependent, 

multijurisdictional world: we just cannot do it alone. The major environmental problems 

we wrestle with—air and water pollution, biodiversity preservation, ecosystem integrity, 

climate stability, and all the others—are more significant than we are and certainly more 

extensive than any jurisdiction. No matter how skilled or well-intended, no single town, 

city, state, or even nation can effectively cope with the critical environmental challenges of 

our time because they extend beyond these arbitrary political boundaries.To accomplish  

our goals, we must coordinate our efforts. The worst time to assess one’s vulnerabilities is 

during a crisis, yet, crises are revealing. Hence, our task is to take advantage of the 

opportunity and take a hard look at our local, national, and global preparedness and the 

 

3 Erin Ryan. Lessons from the Coronavirus Pandemic for Environmental Governance. New York: Cross 

Currents. 2014;57(1), 1p. 



3  

policies and procedures implemented to contain disruptions. Furthermore, although this 

Article merely scratches the surface, it illustrates the linkages between climate change, 

natural disasters, systemic inequities, and our current approach to crises. The economy is 

important, but it does not stand alone, independent of the actors within it. Failure or refusal 

to grasp this premise brings unwanted disruptions across a wide range of our otherwise 

unchallenged expectations, at least as those expectations are relevant to social equity, 

environmental health, and economic security.4 In large part, preparedness results from the 

risks we are willing to acknowledge. If, for instance, we assume that a race-neutral police 

force protects freedom and security for all, we may overlook the damage done by the idea 

of race neutrality and the implementation of that idea at the ground level. If we assume a 

strong economy is the best cure for a health crisis, we ignore the hundreds of thousands 

millions people die. At the same time, we wait for an economic recovery, which may 

happen to be the same people who derive marginal or no benefit from that economy.5 In 

the final analysis, if we assume that we can weather the climate crisis without addressing it 

head-on, we should be prepared for major, perhaps unacceptable, disruptions. As the 

epidemic crisis leads to a reassessment of people’s values and beliefs about the 

environment, so too may the rethinking of the allocation and distribution of resources and 

significant shifts in wealth and the availability of resources to implement those beliefs and 

lead the commitments. Although the pandemic’s full economic effects remain obscure, the 

disease can at least impose some opportunity cost economically: the resources used to 

produce the mask cannot be spent on improving the environmental climate. If, as many 

commentators now predict, the epidemic, which affects national and global prosperity and 

wealth, will lead to a recession or even depression, this crisis’s effects will be even 

stronger.6 Poorer communities spend less on the environment than poorer ones because 

they have less money to spend overall. Besides, regardless of the welfare effects of Covid- 

19 in some cases, the pandemic itself creates additional complex costs for enacting or 

enforcing environmental laws. Some feasibility-based standards for enforcing regulations 

may disrupt production chains and becomes more challenging (for example, if access to 

chemicals and safety equipment is not provided to employees who previously relied on 

 

4 David Skilling The stresses of the past few years have highlighted the strengths & weaknesses of countries 

in a period of regime change. Interest.co: Economic Review - Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas; 2023, 1p 
5 Absori. The Law of Environmental Dispute Resolution: The Model of Environmental Dispute Resolution 

through a Participative. Surakarta: Muhammadiyah University Press. 2014, 12p. 
6 Fajar M, Ahmad Y. The Dualism of Normative and Empirical Law Researches. Yogyakarta: Pustaka 

Pelajar Book; 2015, 34p. 
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waste management). Environmental audits may also be more complex and costlier in cases 

where manufacturing firms have variable production schedules during an epidemic crisis 

or epidemic restrictions restrict access to them. This requires governments to quickly 

review how resources are allocated and distributed in the economy to prevent the depletion 

of environmental support resources.7 In this regard, international institutions must provide 

urgent support to poor and developing countries in case of a possible reduction in 

environmental budgets. The COVID-19 epidemic crisis is a fascinating picture of the 

Anthropocene. Human impact on the earth has been so profound that it has created a new 

geological epoch. Humans have destabilized the fragile balance of ecosystems and are now 

grappling with their direct consequences. However, despite all the challenges, the 

epidemic of this disease is an opportunity to correct these effects and build new 

foundations. Many of its environmental challenges may be gradually addressed as the 

crisis ends and economic activity returns to normal, but its opportunities, such as reducing 

air pollution, are also lost. In the short term, COVID-19 disease appears to positively 

affect the environment, leading to a significant reduction in air and greenhouse gas 

emissions.8 As a result, existing environmental commitments may be more easily met. 

Simultaneously, caution should be exercised, as the crisis is unlikely to have lasting 

environmental effects. Still, lessons to be learned from this epidemic will help us 

understand the mechanics of environmental sustainability, patterns of social consumption, 

and how to reduce and Understand the crisis of the environment better in the future world. 

The Covid-19 epidemic has had repercussions on human behaviour, demographics, 

environmental conditions, values, and resource allocation, and therefore challenges legal 

structures and traditional, outdated approaches based on these structures created before. 

The discrepancy between past assumptions and emerging conditions is significant 

concerning environmental law. It is time to recognize this incompatibility as governments 

and societies begin to choose the best way forward to return and resume activities. The 

current period is an essential and even revolutionary period for environmental law. This 

period may lead to some mistakes by policymakers but simultaneously provides a unique 

opportunity to review existing legal structures and norms, including organizations and 

 

 

 
 

7 Rahmadi T. Indonesia’s Environmental Law. Jakarta: Raja Grafindo Persada Co; 2014, 27p 
8 Rangkuti SS. The Developmental Dynamics of Governmental and Environmental Laws. Surabaya: 

Universitas Airlangga Press; 2008, 1-2p 
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treaties that have so far been ineffective in protecting the planet.9 A few months ago, the 

changes needed to respond to its environmental crises seemed so severe that it made 

almost any progress impossible. However, the COVID-19 epidemic has freed governments 

from the same path and allowed them to create green strategies, launch structural 

investments, and facilitate behavioural change. However, patience is needed to paint a 

more accurate picture of environmental rights in the post-epidemic period. Prevention and 

control of environmental pollution and damage require cooperation and integration. The 

legal aspects of environmental management and conservation of natural resources in 

Indonesia need to be studied intensively. This is where the environmental law roles as the 

agent of stability and the agent of development/agent of change take place. The prospect of 

environmental law in realizing the development of a healthy society in Indonesia is unable 

to be negotiated as a healthy environment is a part of human rights which is guaranteed in 

the UDHR/ Declaration of Human Rights and the Constitution of the Republic of 

Indonesia (1945 Constitution), which is set out in the Act Law Number 32 of 2009 

concerning Environmental Protection and Management.10 However, it seems that solutions 

such as the development of special environmental regulations for emergencies, more 

serious attention to social values such as the health and safety of workers and employees 

and the rights of consumers, including the development of a mandatory and stricter safety 

system and Hygiene of special workshops during epidemics, immediate closure of markets 

for the sale and purchase of urban animals, review of the urban planning system and land 

acquisition to revive traditional buffer zones between human and animal habitats, creating 

collective funds to compensate the community and low-income groups, formulating a 

unique civil liability system for violators of emergency restrictions and regulations are 

among the most critical ways governments can turn the COVID-19 threat into a golden 

opportunity for more effective protection of the environment. 
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